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Boston Engine Company 14 a 2024 Emergency-One. See the Apparatus Update column for more information.
Photo by Member Michael Boynton



Chelsea Box 5-465
320 Revere Beach Parkway
Thursday May 30", 2024

On May 30t, 2024 Chelsea and its mutual aid partners faced a day long vacant commercial building fire.

The building was the former home of Russo Tuxedo and Formal Wear. It was made up of a 2 and 3 story
interconnected buildings that was nearly 12,600 square feet that fronted on Revere Beach Parkway, Adams
Street and Garfield Avenue. Nearly all of the building was vacant with only a small area being rented by a church

group.

A fire somehow started in the basement and burned undetected for a while. At 1003 Hours Chelsea Public Safety
Dispatch received a call for an alarm activation. Engine 1 and Ladder 2 were dispatched to investigate. Upon
arrival Engine 1 reported smoke showing and to strike the box. Box 465 was transmitted and the remainder of the
first alarm was dispatched: Engine 3, Tower 1 and the OIC of the shift in C3.

As C3 was approaching the scene he reported that he had heavy smoke showing from a distance and ordered
the Working fire at 1006 hours.

Engine 1 was preparing to get their line into the building and Ladder 2 was busy opening up. C3 arrived and found
that the building was fully involved and immediately ordered a second alarm at 1009 hours and ordered Tower 1
to set up on the Parkway side of the building. He also advised that he was setting up the Command Post on
Adams Street. Chelsea H1 the safety officer reported to command that he could hear the roof going. The roof
was ordered evacuated immediately. Several of the first and second alarm companies were ordered to get their
Blitz guns into operation. A third alarm was ordered at 1024 hours by C3. Five minutes later with conditions
deteriorating rapidly the order to evacuate the building was given at 1029 hours with orders to commence an
immediate PAR.

Photo courtesy of Boston 10 News



C1 Chief of Department John Quatteri arrived on scene at the same time and ordered that a fourth alarm be
transmitted and that he was assuming Parkway command and C3 was now operations. At 1051 hours H1 advised
that a collapse zone should be set up around the entire structure. At 1056 hours Command gave a progress
report that he had “heavy fire conditions in an attached two and three story interconnected building and that the
fire was “doubtful will hold”.

At 1106 hours a fifth alarm was ordered, ladder companies were reporting that large areas of the roof were in and
fire was venting in most of the two story section and was also breaking through around the HVAC unit on the
other side of the roof. Another progress report was given at 1120 that “still heavy fire conditions five ladder pipes
were in operation and 3 more were getting into action. Numerous Blitz guns were also in use and the fire remains
doubtful”.

Photo courtesy of Bn Herald Photo by D. Preston

About 1130 hours all lines were ordered shut down with exception of one Blitz gun protecting an exposure. During
this time. The following was reported to Command: large area of roof has collapsed, heavy smoke pushing
around the door that Engine 1 entered through and smoke was pushing up from the basement. A crack in the wall
was found to run from the first floor all the way up to the third floor, second floor roof had a large collapse.
Medford Ladder 1 reported heavy fire coming from the third floor roof. All lines were re-charged and the attack
continued.

Progress report at 1203 Command reported “heavy fire throughout the building, all companies still working,
doubtful will hold.”

Chelsea Rescue 1 requested orders from Command and they were ordered to the fire and report to the
Command Post on arrival.

The next progress report at 1251 reported “conditions remain unchanged, chasing heavy fire through the building,
exterior attack, all companies working.

The slug fest continued all afternoon and just about 1500 hrs. Command reported “fire knocked down, all
companies working, exterior attack.

The cause of the fire is under investigation.



Photo oey o the Boston Herald, phto by M. Garfinkle
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Time | Alarm | Engines Ladders Chiefs/Special | Comments

1003 | Still E1 L2

1005 465 E3 Twr, 1 C3 Orders of Engine 1

1006 | W.F. E2 Rev. L2 RIT HA1 Orders of C3

1009 2-465* Rev. E4, Bos. E5, Som. E2 Eve. L1 Bos Orders of C3
MassPort E1 RIT Som. C3

1024 | 3-465 Eve. E1, Med. E4, Bos. L21 Orders of C3
Wint. E1 Med. L1

1029 | 4-465 Lynn E9, Sau, E1, Mal. E3 Som C1 Orders of C1
Mel. E3

1106 5-465 Camb. E5, Bel. E2, Bos Mal L3 Camb Sq. Orders of C1

Camb Div 2
1213 R1 To the fire




San Francisco Hose Tender No. 1

Ever since the great earth quake of April 18, 1906 the SFFD has looked for ways to have water available for
firefighting when the municipal water mains are damaged or broken. Multiple solutions and procedures have been
put in place and have been used effectively in the quakes since 1906.

One of the most successful of these has been the auxiliary water supply system. This system is made up of a
10.5 million gallon reservoir and several gravity feed tanks holding one million gallons. These feed special high-
pressure hydrants equipped with three 3 %z inch outlets. The Shops then made up tenders to carry 3 %z inch hose
loads.

In late 2023 Rosenbauer delivered to the City a new Hose Tender. This unique rig is equipped with a 5,750 GPM
pump with four each inlets and outlets sized at 8 inches. It also carries a 3,000 GPM submersible pump all fittings
and suction devices are located at the rear of the rig, the deck gun is a Task Force Tips Tsunami model which
can deliver 8, 000 GPM and can be remotely operated.

The rig is based on the Rosenbauer Commander model. It carries 8 lengths of hard suction for drafting operations
with the submersible pump. Also carried is 6,000 feet of 5 inch hose, 200 feet of 8 inch hose. All hose is equipped
with National Standard threads. The rig will be housed at Station 18 with Engine 18, Truck 18, Surf Rescue 18
located at 1935 32" Avenue. The station is headquarters for both the 2m Division and the 8" Battalion.



A—cs-

| HT = Hosg Teno®"




BOX 52 ASSOCIATION

Ham & Bean Supper

Erie Fire Association No. 4 Hall
474 North Street
Georgetown, MA. 01833
Friday, May 17, 2024

6:00 PM Dinner

1912-2024
$15.00 PER PERSON

ADMIT ONE nc. 041

Another successful Ham & Bean Supper was held on May 17t. It was enjoyed by all. Secretary Jeff Brown sent
along these photos of the event.

Kitchen crew under head chef Frank Barry make preparations to serve the supper.



Catching up.

President Kass presents guest speaker, member James Peruta with his thank you certificate.



APPARATUS UPDATE
By member Michael Boynton

All photos by the author

The rigs keep rolling in to Boston, Metro and beyond as we approach the second half of 2024. Here are a few of
the deliveries this spring and early summer.

METRO-FIRE

Arlington Engine 2 2024 Emergency-One Typhoon 1500.530.



Boston has taken delivery of three additional Emergency-One Typhoon model pumps. Each is equipped with a
1,250 gpm pump/560 gallon tank and equipped with 30 gallons of Class A Foam. The new pumps have been
assigned to Engine Companies 14, 33, and 37. This makes the entire frontline fleet of Boston pumps the same.

Cambridge Engine Company 2



And Cambridge Engine 5 both are 2024 Pierce Enforcer models equipped with a1250 pump and 500 gallon tank.
All front line pumps and spares are Piece built, along with all their ladder companies!

Lexington Engine 4 assigned to East Lexington is a 2024 Emergency-One Typhoon model with a1250 gpm pump
with a 500 gallon tank and 30 gallons of Class A Foam. Another Departments whose frontline and spare pumps
and the aerial ladder are all Emergency-Ones.



Stoneham Engine 4 2023 Seagrave Marauder 1500/750. Stoneham is another Department with all front line
engines being Seagraves.



Weston Squad 1 2024 Ford F-550/Spencer 4x4 Technical Rescue & Air Supply Unit.

Out of Fire District 13

Dighton Engine 3 2024 KME Predator model 1500/1000/ 30 gallons Class A foam. All three pumps and the
rescue are built by KME.



Dracut Squad 3 2024 Ford F-550/Emergency-One 4x4 equipped with a 1250 gpm pump, 300 gallon tank and 20
gallons of foam.

Georgetown Engine 4 AKA “Erie Number 4” is an HME/Ahrens Fox 1500/1000. This rig was on display at the
Ham & Bean Supper, which was held in their quarters.



Hopkinton Engine 1 and Engine 2 both received 2024 Pierce Enforcer models 1500/750/20 gallons of foam.



Lakeville Tower 1 2024 Spartan/Smeal 1500/400/100 ft. mid-mount tower.

Massachusetts Fire Academy Department of Fire Services Ladder 3 2024 KME Severe Service 109 foot rear
mount aerial



Millis Engine 1 Pierce Enforcer PUC 1500/750.



Norfolk Engine 2 2024 Rosenbauer Commander MP3 1500/1000/30 gallons of foam.

Norfolk Tank 1 2024 International/Pierce 1250/3000.



Tewksbury Engine 1 2023 Pierce Enforcer 1500/1000/20 gallons foam.

Boston EMS Tango 1 and 2 are both 2024 Ford F-550/ First Priority Light Rescue assigned to Special Operations
Division.



By Editor Frank San Severino

It seems hard to believe that my first introduction to the Buff Clubs of Boston was 50 years ago this July. | was
entering my junior year at Don Bosco Technical High School. My knowledge of the Convention was when it was
brought up at a meeting of the Middlesex County Fire Wardens.

| was only able to attend the Saturday events in Chelsea and it was a memorable experience and | met many
buffs. Far too many of whom have passed on.

In keeping with our 50" anniversary of both Chelsea fires this season, | thought it would be interesting to see the
Convention schedule again. Kind of blast from the past. | know many of you were in there.

International
Fire Buff Associates

Convention
‘Boston

Howard Johnson's 57 Hotel
200 Stuart St., Boston

SPONSORS:!
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FRIDAY, JULY 12, 1674

(R 00-1200
1000

1Z00
1500-1830
1500-1900

RECISTRATION AT BIFBAC REGISTRATION, 6TH 5T H
ANUAL IFBA BUSINESS MEETING IN :nuv:mmm E. o
-:mrnm BUS TOUR OF HISTORICAL SITES AND LUNCHEOHN
LUNCHEON FOR BUSINESS MEETING DELEGATES AND IFBA OFFICERS OMLY
ﬁ:gﬁ;&:num AT BIFEAC REGISTRATION, 6TH FLOOR, ‘87 HOTEL

- & E

1900 EMBARK ON BUSES FOR ATLANTIC AVENUE PIER, BOARD MV

FROVINCETOWN FOR BOSTON HARBOR MOONLIGHT CRUISE,
BUFFET DINMER AND MUSIC OF TERRY KOEN'S BANIO BAND

SATURDAY, JULY 13, 1974

001000
1000

1500

15001500
1500-1830
1820-2000

2030-0700

HEGISTRATICN AT BIFBAC REGISTR ATION, 6TH FLOOR, 57 HOTEL
EMBARK ON BUSES FOR VISIT TO LOGAN AIRFORT FIRE DEPARTMENT
FOR DEMONSTRATION OF CRASH EQUIPMENT:

TOUR OF CHELSEA CONFLAG RATION AREA, DISPLAY OF NORTH SHORE
APPARATUS, LUNCHEON AT CHELSEA CENTRAL STATIOM, PRE-
SENTATION ON CHELSEA CONFLAGRATION BY CHIEF OF DEPART-
MENT, HERBERT C. FOTHERGILL, {"HELSEA FIRE DEPARTMENT
RETURN ARRIVAL AT CONVENTION HOTEL
REGISTRATION AT BIFBAC REGISTRATION, 4TH FLOOR, ‘57 HOTEL
FEEEE TIME
COCKETAIL HOUR—RECEFTION FOR COMMISSIONER JAMES H. KELLY,
CHIEF OF DEFARTMENT GEORGE H. PAUL, BOSTON
FIRE DEPFARTMENT, AND GUEST FIRE DEPARTMENT
OFFICIALS—'s7 RESTAURANT BAMOUET ROOM

BANCUET —INSTALLATION OF NEWLY ELECTED IEBA OFFICERS;
ENTERTAINMENT BY JIMMY JOYCE AND DANCING TO
MUSIC OF TERRY KOEM




EXTRA! EXTRA! EXTRA!

FIRE DESTROYS FORMER JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT ON
STUART STREET

B.F.D. Sounds Four Alarms on Theater District Blaze!

Photo courtesy of Universal Hub

June 24, 2024
4-148
31-37 Stuart Street

As we were putting the finishing touches on the second section of the Line Box. A four alarm fire destroyed the
renovated Jacob Wirth building on Stuart Street.

The fire was an old school downtown fire, that hasn’t been seen in over a decade. Many master streams including
ladder pipes, big lines and Blitz Guns were used to it knock it down.



| thought as usual, that this would be a pretty straight forward story till | remembered that my parents were regular
patrons from the mid-1950’s till about 1967ish. So of course | did a little research into the closing of this iconic
Boston restaurant.

The fire building was built in 1844 and had the restaurant on the first floor with apartments above. It first opened in
1868 on Elliot Street then moved some years later to the Stuart Street. The location was given Landmark status in
1975 and was the second oldest operating restaurant in the City behind the Union Oyster House.

The trouble for the restaurant started on the night of July 6" when the owner William K. Fitzgerald was one of six
people burned in the gasoline tanker roll over on Route 1 in Saugus. He suffered second and third degree burns
and was in a medically induced coma. This led to years of falling sales and ultimately file Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection in January of 2018. Sullivan placed the building for sale for $ 1,025,000, which included all licenses and
yes the liquor license valued then at $ 400,000 was included. Multiple news reports stated that the restaurant
closed down in 2018 after a fire in a second floor apartment.

In 2022 the building was purchased and renovations were started with the desire to reopen the Jacob Wirth
sometime during 2024.

On Monday evening June 24t Boston Fire Alarm struck box 148 Stuart near Washington Streets for a fire in the
restaurant at 37 Stuart St.

Photo courtesy of the BFD

Ladder Company 17 arrived first due and reported heavy fire on the first floor of a three story ordinary
construction under construction, District 4 arriving moments later reported he had heavy fire conditions on all
floors and attached exposures on the Bravo and Delta sides. C6 Division 1 Deputy Greene arrived and took
command with District 4 as operations. The second alarm was ordered. Companies started lines into the building



and were met with heavy fire conditions on the second and third floors. Command ordered the building evacuated
and ordered the third alarm. District 6 was ordered to the rear of the building on LaGrange Street and reported
that a ladder truck couldn’t get in. He ordered 28 ft ground ladders thrown and engine companies to take a Blitz
Gun and big line and get it into operation at the rear where most of the fire was located.

Car 6 reported that engines reporting into LaGrange Street were to bring big lines through the garage (Bravo
exposure) and get them into operation.

Photo courtesy of the BFD

At the front of the building engines companies were getting Blitz guns and big lines into operation. Tower Ladder
3 was operating its guns down into the inferno.

One of the more interesting radio transmission was to special call Engine Co. 30 to the fire with the second Drone
pilot and they were to respond ‘Code C”.

The building was heavily damage with estimates of damage reaching three million dollars. The Allout was
sounded at 1048 hours on June 25, the cause of the fire is still under investigation.



Photo courtesy of the BFD

Detail Companies Engine 5 & Ladder 14. Photo courtesy of WCVB News



Time Box Engines Ladders Rescue Chiefs
2248 148 7,10, 3, 4(RIT) 17, TL-3 1 Div. 1, Dist. 4
2252 24, 15(RIT) Dist. 3 (RIT), H1
2254 2-148 22, 33, 39 18,1 Dist. 6, Dist. 8
2257 3-148 14,8 4 C1
2304 4-148 37,50, 30 K1

Engine 30 special called Code C for 2" Drone Pilot.

Special thanks to honorary member Paul Christian and Broadcastify in preparing this report.




The Menu Unknown Decade

Courtesy of the Culinary Institute of America

JACOB
WIRTH
CO.

Restaurant

ISTABLISHED 1863

LEQUOR CONTROL ACT

SAMDWICHES
Ham and Swiss Checse -] Hat Corsed Heel Li8
Caoll Carned Heel L] Smoked Sakmbn,
Cold Corned Beel and Hermnla Ondon ]
Swiss Chigsy 0 with Cream Cheese Li@
Cold Sheed Turkiy, Liverwmrsd ]
Lettwce and Temate. . 135 lepariied Sardine T
Cald &lieed Turkiy, Ham Tonggur assd Hivod 5
and Lettuce 1.45 Hogehead hecse L)
Emoked Beel Tongue a5 Suikss Chesse ]
Ham 6 Westphlian Ham 125
Imported Salami A% Wstphaliam Ham nnd
Tarhey LAy

Seirved on. Kye, French, White Iroad or Rol
Exirs Bread wiih o Basdwichen 132
P'retxeds 20

JACDE WIRTH'S MILWAUKEE SPECIALS

Tea Werd and Poleds Saled 195
Gosse Liverewnet omd Pobete Salad .95
B hwesiger Liversmrst and Pefate Salad 1.95
Thuringar Blesdwiurit and Potate Saled 1.95
German Head Choose and Pedate Solad 1.95
Mileawkes Combination and Potate Salad 225

COLD DISHES

Celd Smoked Ham, Pafoto Solod, Cols Slow, Sliced Tematoss 2,25
Cold Seehed Ham, Swite Choese, Potato Saled, Cola Slaw,

Shized Temoboss ; ,
Cold SEced Turkay, Potete Solad, Cole Skaw, Sliced Tomatoss 2,35
Cald gllud Turkey omd Ham, Potatn Salad. Cole Shaw,

SECTION DAL, Whsssst, bebing o siser, mokin o fobis siabemint i bs b
oyt In erder by proteet o ke or delivery of akobelic berergm o aloobel,
it B i il o il i, mand v anar gl
rraben o felen shatersend £n bo tha age of o mieee is onder e precon & Wi
¢ delivery of mich breeregan or abobel he quch minar, sithar Bar Fhe s of
‘e misor ar for Bhe uie of some other pamon, end whesssr inducs o miser
fo maks o fahe wslemant ou te bl oge I8 SAdE N6 PR @ Gl o
dulivary of wach beveragen oo alcebeal b ush wingr, fhall be punishad by
Tt ol Bt Ltk Pl b e et Mo o b vl dalbain.

33.37 STUART STREET

Formsty Elot ftrent

BOSTON

RESTAURANT TELEPHONE
DEVONSHIRE 8-7194

ot Rewparaish fexr Hah, Coatr, Usmibrailan or Otier Articlas

AIR COMDITIOMED FOR YOUR COMFORT

liced Tomakper 245
Cold Cosned Beel, Fobaba Salad, Pickled Eouts A%
Fresh Lebetar Salad with Potabs Chips Z.B5
Fresh Shrimp Salzd with Potats Chips 2325
Frosh Vegetabde Salad, Cottoge Cheess, Smoked Salmon,

Pabate Chi PRI EE 1. ).
Cold Pickled Lamb's Tongue, Fotats Salod, Sliced Tomatess 1.75
Cold Best Tongms, Pobato Soled, Pickled Boets .40
Cold Smoked Tengue, Sliced Turkey, Potato Salod,

Fickled Becty, Shicod Tomatoes 2500
Cold Corned Beet, Slited Turkey, Cold Temgua,

Fetotno Salad, Slicad Tamataas 2.5
Impasted Westphalion Hom, Poteto Salad, Cola Slaw 175
Imparted Wostphalion Ham, Sliced Turkey, Pebato Salad,

Cola Slaw 75
Imposted Crabmaat Saled, Sliced Tomatees, Potate Chipas 2,35
Salmees Salod, Sliced Tomatoss, Potate Chips - b
Tunaficth Salad, Sliced Tesmateti, Potata Chips 160
Vegotable Salod with Imgorted Sardines, Pefabe Chips 1.45
Vagetabls Salad with Anchavies .65
¥egetable Salod Sesall 90 Large 1.25
Vegetable Saled with Cottage Cheens 1.35

CHEESE
Amerkean 5 Camembert B
Swims Cheese &l Limburger L
bk rane 5 Rogquelart [
Cream &0 Migenstir 5
Crashers

LIQUIDE LIST 0N RACE COVER
Cigara at Cadhiar's Booth
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