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Boston Engine Company 14 a 2024 Emergency-One. See the Apparatus Update column for more information. 
Photo by Member Michael Boynton 



 
Chelsea Box 5-465 

320 Revere Beach Parkway 
Thursday May 30th, 2024 

 
On May 30th, 2024 Chelsea and its mutual aid partners faced a day long vacant commercial building fire. 
The building was the former home of Russo Tuxedo and Formal Wear. It was made up of a 2 and 3 story 
interconnected buildings that was nearly 12,600 square feet that fronted on Revere Beach Parkway, Adams 
Street and Garfield Avenue. Nearly all of the building was vacant with only a small area being rented by a church 
group. 
 
A fire somehow started in the basement and burned undetected for a while. At 1003 Hours Chelsea Public Safety 
Dispatch received a call for an alarm activation. Engine 1 and Ladder 2 were dispatched to investigate. Upon 
arrival Engine 1 reported smoke showing and to strike the box. Box 465 was transmitted and the remainder of the 
first alarm was dispatched: Engine 3, Tower 1 and the OIC of the shift in C3. 
 
As C3 was approaching the scene he reported that he had heavy smoke showing from a distance and ordered 
the Working fire at 1006 hours. 
 
Engine 1 was preparing to get their line into the building and Ladder 2 was busy opening up. C3 arrived and found 
that the building was fully involved and immediately ordered a second alarm at 1009 hours and ordered Tower 1 
to set up on the Parkway side of the building. He also advised that he was setting up the Command Post on 
Adams Street.  Chelsea H1 the safety officer reported to command that he could hear the roof going. The roof 
was ordered evacuated immediately. Several of the first and second alarm companies were ordered to get their 
Blitz guns into operation. A third alarm was ordered at 1024 hours by C3. Five minutes later with conditions 
deteriorating rapidly the order to evacuate the building was given at 1029 hours with orders to commence an 
immediate PAR.  
 

 
Photo courtesy of Boston 10 News 



 
C1 Chief of Department John Quatteri arrived on scene at the same time and ordered that a fourth alarm be 
transmitted and that he was assuming Parkway command and C3 was now operations. At 1051 hours H1 advised 
that a collapse zone should be set up around the entire structure. At 1056 hours Command gave a progress 
report that he had “heavy fire conditions in an attached two  and three story interconnected building and that the 
fire was “doubtful will hold”.  
 
At 1106 hours a fifth alarm was ordered, ladder companies were reporting that large areas of the roof were in and 
fire was venting in most of the two story section and was also breaking through around the HVAC unit on the 
other side of the roof. Another progress report was given at 1120 that “still heavy fire conditions five ladder pipes 
were in operation and 3 more were getting into action. Numerous Blitz guns were also in use and the fire remains 
doubtful”. 
 

 
Photo courtesy of Boston Herald. Photo by D. Preston 

 
About 1130 hours all lines were ordered shut down with exception of one Blitz gun protecting an exposure. During 
this time. The following was reported to Command: large area of roof has collapsed, heavy smoke pushing 
around the door that Engine 1 entered through and smoke was pushing up from the basement. A crack in the wall 
was found to run from the first floor all the way up to the third floor, second floor roof had a large collapse. 
Medford Ladder 1 reported heavy fire coming from the third floor roof. All lines were re-charged and the attack 
continued. 
 
Progress report at 1203 Command reported “heavy fire throughout the building, all companies still working, 
doubtful will hold.”   
 
Chelsea Rescue 1 requested orders from Command and they were ordered to the fire and report to the 
Command Post on arrival. 
 
The next progress report at 1251 reported “conditions remain unchanged, chasing heavy fire through the building, 
exterior attack, all companies working. 
 
The slug fest continued all afternoon and just about 1500 hrs. Command reported “fire knocked down, all 
companies working, exterior attack. 
 
The cause of the fire is under investigation. 
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B 
Time Alarm Engines Ladders Chiefs/Special Comments 
1003 Still E1 L2    
1005 465 E3 Twr, 1 C3 Orders of Engine 1 
1006 W.F. E2 Rev. L2 RIT H1 Orders of C3 
1009 2-465* Rev. E4,  Bos. E5, Som. E2 

MassPort E1 RIT 
Eve. L1 Bos 

Som. C3 
Orders of C3 

1024 3-465 Eve. E1, Med. E4,   
Wint. E1 

Bos. L21 
Med. L1 

  Orders of C3 

1029 4-465 Lynn E9, Sau, E1, Mal. E3 
Mel. E3 

Som 
 

C1 Orders of C1 

1106 5-465 Camb. E5, Bel. E2, Bos Mal L3 Camb Sq. 
Camb Div 2 

Orders of C1 

1213    R1 To the fire 



 
 

           

San Francisco Hose Tender No. 1 

Ever since the great earth quake of April 18th, 1906 the SFFD has looked for ways to have water available for 
firefighting when the municipal water mains are damaged or broken. Multiple solutions and procedures have been 
put in place and have been used effectively in the quakes since 1906. 

One of the most successful of these has been the auxiliary water supply system. This system is made up of a 
10.5 million gallon reservoir and several gravity feed tanks holding one million gallons. These feed special high-
pressure hydrants equipped with three 3 ½ inch outlets. The Shops then made up tenders to carry 3 ½ inch hose 
loads.  

In late 2023 Rosenbauer delivered to the City a new Hose Tender. This unique rig is equipped with a 5,750 GPM 
pump with four each inlets and outlets sized at 8 inches. It also carries a 3,000 GPM submersible pump all fittings 
and suction devices are located at the rear of the rig, the deck gun is a Task Force Tips Tsunami model which 
can deliver 8, 000 GPM and can be remotely operated. 

The rig is based on the Rosenbauer Commander model. It carries 8 lengths of hard suction for drafting operations 
with the submersible pump. Also carried is 6,000 feet of 5 inch hose, 200 feet of 8 inch hose. All hose is equipped 
with National Standard threads. The rig will be housed at Station 18 with Engine 18, Truck 18, Surf Rescue 18 
located at 1935 32nd Avenue. The station is headquarters for both the 2nd Division and the 8th Battalion. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Another successful Ham & Bean Supper was held on May 17th. It was enjoyed by all. Secretary Jeff Brown sent 
along these photos of the event. 

 

Kitchen crew under head chef Frank Barry make preparations to serve the supper. 

 

 

 

 



 

Catching up. 

 

President Kass presents guest speaker, member James Peruta with his thank you certificate. 



 APPARATUS UPDATE 

By member Michael Boynton 

All photos by the author 

 

The rigs keep rolling in to Boston, Metro and beyond as we approach the second half of 2024. Here are a few of 
the deliveries this spring and early summer. 

METRO-FIRE 

 

Arlington Engine 2 2024 Emergency-One Typhoon 1500.530.  



 

Boston has taken delivery of three additional Emergency-One Typhoon model pumps. Each is equipped with a 
1,250 gpm pump/560 gallon tank and equipped with 30 gallons of Class A Foam. The new pumps have been 

assigned to Engine Companies 14, 33, and 37. This makes the entire frontline fleet of Boston pumps the same. 

 

 

Cambridge Engine Company 2  



 

And Cambridge Engine 5 both are 2024 Pierce Enforcer models equipped with a1250 pump and 500 gallon tank. 
All front line pumps and spares are Piece built, along with all their ladder companies! 

 

 

Lexington Engine 4 assigned to East Lexington is a 2024 Emergency-One Typhoon model with a1250 gpm pump 
with a 500 gallon tank and 30 gallons of Class A Foam. Another Departments whose frontline and spare pumps 

and the aerial ladder are all Emergency-Ones. 



 

Randolph Squad 2 2023 Dodge Ram 5500/BRAT 4x4 250/300/20 gallons of foam. 

 

 

Stoneham Engine 4 2023 Seagrave Marauder 1500/750. Stoneham is another Department with all front line 
engines being Seagraves. 



 

Weston Squad 1 2024 Ford F-550/Spencer 4x4 Technical Rescue & Air Supply Unit. 

Out of Fire District 13 

 

 

Dighton Engine 3  2024 KME Predator model 1500/1000/ 30 gallons Class A foam.  All three pumps and the 
rescue are built by KME. 



 

Dracut Squad 3 2024 Ford F-550/Emergency-One 4x4 equipped with a 1250 gpm pump, 300 gallon tank and 20 
gallons of foam. 

 

Georgetown Engine 4 AKA “Erie Number 4” is an HME/Ahrens Fox 1500/1000. This rig was on display at the 
Ham & Bean Supper, which was held in their quarters. 



 

Hopedale Engine 3 2024 Emergency-One Typhoon 1500/750/30 gallons foam. 

 

 

Hopkinton Engine 1 and Engine 2 both received 2024 Pierce Enforcer models 1500/750/20 gallons of foam. 

 

 



 

Lakeville Tower 1 2024 Spartan/Smeal 1500/400/100 ft. mid-mount tower. 

 

Massachusetts Fire Academy Department of Fire Services Ladder 3 2024 KME Severe Service 109 foot rear 
mount aerial 



 

Tanker 1 2024 International/ Bulldog Dozer 4x4 600/1250/ 30 gallons of foam. 

 

 

Millis Engine 1 Pierce Enforcer PUC 1500/750. 

 



 

Norfolk Engine 2 2024 Rosenbauer Commander MP3 1500/1000/30 gallons of foam. 

 

 

Norfolk Tank 1 2024 International/Pierce 1250/3000. 

 



 

Tewksbury Engine 1 2023 Pierce Enforcer 1500/1000/20 gallons foam. 

 

 

Boston EMS Tango 1 and 2 are both 2024 Ford F-550/ First Priority Light Rescue assigned to Special Operations 
Division. 



 

 

50th Anniversary of the 1974 Boston IFBA Convention  

By Editor Frank San Severino 

It seems hard to believe that my first introduction to the Buff Clubs of Boston was 50 years ago this July. I was 
entering my junior year at Don Bosco Technical High School. My knowledge of the Convention was when it was 
brought up at a meeting of the Middlesex County Fire Wardens.  

I was only able to attend the Saturday events in Chelsea and it was a memorable experience and I met many 
buffs. Far too many of whom have passed on.  

In keeping with our 50th anniversary of both Chelsea fires this season, I thought it would be interesting to see the 
Convention schedule again. Kind of blast from the past. I know many of you were in there. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

EXTRA!     EXTRA!  EXTRA! 

FIRE DESTROYS FORMER JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT ON 
STUART STREET 

B.F.D. Sounds Four Alarms on Theater District Blaze! 

 

Photo courtesy of Universal Hub 

June 24, 2024 

4-148 

31-37 Stuart Street 

As we were putting the finishing touches on the second section of the Line Box. A four alarm fire destroyed the 
renovated Jacob Wirth building on Stuart Street. 

The fire was an old school downtown fire, that hasn’t been seen in over a decade. Many master streams including 
ladder pipes, big lines and Blitz Guns were used to it knock it down. 



I thought as usual, that this would be a pretty straight forward story till I remembered that my parents were regular 
patrons from the mid-1950’s till about 1967ish. So of course I did a little research into the closing of this iconic 
Boston restaurant. 

The fire building was built in 1844 and had the restaurant on the first floor with apartments above. It first opened in 
1868 on Elliot Street then moved some years later to the Stuart Street. The location was given Landmark status in 
1975 and was the second oldest operating restaurant in the City behind the Union Oyster House. 

The trouble for the restaurant started on the night of July 6th when the owner William K. Fitzgerald was one of six 
people burned in the gasoline tanker roll over on Route 1 in Saugus. He suffered second and third degree burns 
and was in a medically induced coma. This led to years of falling sales and ultimately file Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection in January of 2018. Sullivan placed the building for sale for $ 1,025,000, which included all licenses and 
yes the liquor license valued then at $ 400,000 was included. Multiple news reports stated that the restaurant 
closed down in 2018 after a fire in a second floor apartment. 

In 2022 the building was purchased and renovations were started with the desire to reopen the Jacob Wirth 
sometime during 2024. 

On Monday evening June 24th Boston Fire Alarm struck box 148 Stuart near Washington Streets for a fire in the 
restaurant at 37 Stuart St. 

 

Photo courtesy of the BFD 

Ladder Company 17 arrived first due and reported heavy fire on the first floor of a three story ordinary 
construction under construction, District 4 arriving moments later reported he had heavy fire conditions on all 
floors and attached exposures on the Bravo and Delta sides. C6 Division 1 Deputy Greene arrived and took 
command with District 4 as operations. The second alarm was ordered. Companies started lines into the building 



and were met with heavy fire conditions on the second and third floors. Command ordered the building evacuated 
and ordered the third alarm. District 6 was ordered to the rear of the building on LaGrange Street and reported 
that a ladder truck couldn’t get in. He ordered 28 ft ground ladders thrown and engine companies to take a Blitz 
Gun and big line and get it into operation at the rear where most of the fire was located.  

Car 6 reported that engines reporting into LaGrange Street were to bring big lines through the garage (Bravo 
exposure) and get them into operation. 

 

Photo courtesy of the BFD 

At the front of the building engines companies were getting Blitz guns and big lines into operation. Tower Ladder 
3 was operating its guns down into the inferno. 

One of the more interesting radio transmission was to special call Engine Co. 30 to the fire with the second Drone 
pilot and they were to respond ‘Code C”. 

The building was heavily damage with estimates of damage reaching three million dollars. The Allout was 
sounded at 1048 hours on June 25th, the cause of the fire is still under investigation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Photo courtesy of the BFD 

 

Detail Companies Engine 5 & Ladder 14. Photo courtesy of WCVB News 



Time Box Engines Ladders Rescue Chiefs 
2248 148 7, 10, 3, 4(RIT) 17, TL-3 1 Div. 1, Dist. 4 
2252   24, 15(RIT)  Dist. 3 (RIT), H1 
2254 2-148 22, 33, 39 18, 1  Dist. 6, Dist. 8 
2257 3-148 14, 8 4  C1 
2304 4-148 37, 50, 30    K1 
Engine 30 special called Code C for 2nd  Drone Pilot.   

Special thanks to honorary member Paul Christian and Broadcastify in preparing this report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Menu Unknown Decade 

Courtesy of the Culinary Institute of America 

              

 

 

 



      

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


