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At 1643 hours on a gorgeous late Saturday afternoon Fire Alarm transmitted box 3571 for a reported fire in a large 
vacant 2 ½ story wood frame dwelling of some 5,264 square feet at 39 Old Morton Street in the Dorchester Lower 
Mills neighborhood. The fire building was a multiple family dwelling undergoing renovations at the time of the fire 

District Chief Smith of District 8 arrived and reported heavy smoke showing from the building and that he was 
Command. At 1646 hrs he reported to Fire Alarm that he now had a 2 ½ story wood frame with heavy fire and 
ordered a second alarm on box 3571. A mere 48 seconds later he ordered the third alarm! A stiff wind was blowing 
with gusts to 35 mph which was fanning the flames. 



During this time the first alarm companies were still arriving and Engine 16 arriving first due was getting to work with 
a big line. Sirens and air horns were blasting through the quiet neighborhood, as the BFD was mobilizing for battle. 
Engines 52 and 20 were not wasting any time getting their big lines into action. The design of the fire building made 
it difficult to get lines into position. The building had a large addition to the rear and with the heavy fire conditions the 
fire was now threatening exposures on either side of the fire. At 1650 hours Chief Smith reported no personnel were 
to enter the fire building and a defensive attack was now underway. 

 
Ladder 6 reported fire in the ‘C’ (rear) exposure. With this information Chief Smith ordered the fourth alarm on box 
3571. Ladder 6’s OIC was reporting that they needed a ‘couple of engines in the rear on Temple Street”. Engine 42 
from the third alarm and Engine 10 responding on the 4th alarm were ordered into Temple Street. At 1655 C7 arrived 
on scene and assumed command and District 8 became Operations. C7 ordered two additional District Chiefs to the 
fire. 

 
Ladder 7 notified Command that Ladder 23 was opening the roof on the rear exposure. At the same time C7 ordered 
the fifth alarm on 3571. At 1703 hours C7 reported he had fire in vacant building with extension to three exposure 
buildings and ordered the 6th alarm. Tower Ladder 10 reports they are in the ‘B’ (left) exposure building and they 
have fire on the second floor and were running a line. Engines 50 and 5 assigned on the 6th alarm were ordered to 
report to the front of the building with hand lines. 

 
Command ordered two extra ladders to the fire at 1705 hours for extensive overhauling Ladders 17 and 26 were 
dispatched. District 7 with Tower Ladder 10 and Engine 20 were ordered to back down from the attic into the second 
floor operating in the Bravo exposure. Companies operating on the rear, or Charlie exposure were asking for an 
additional engine company go River to Temple Street to the front of the building. Fire Alarm was calling for any 
available Engine to take this assignment. Fire Alarm announced that at 1713 hours the incident was 30 minutes in. 

 
Companies working in the exposures were making slow but steady progress in knocking down the fires. At 1715 
hours Command ordered the seventh alarm. Engine 28, who was first due on the 7th alarm took the assignment on 
Temple St. At 1719, C3 Assistant Chief Walsh arrived on scene and took over command and C7 became 
operations. After conferring with the Chiefs on scene, Chief Walsh ordered the eighth alarm be transmitted on 3571. 
The ninth alarm would follow 14 minutes later. 

 
By 1930 hours the fire was knocked down and overhauling complete. The first detail of two engines and ladder 
companies were summonsed. The All Out signal was transmitted at 0953 hours Sunday June 16th. At press time the 
cause of the fire was still under investigation. Boston EMS reported that seven firefighters were treated for minor 
injuries. 

 
Time Alarm Engines Ladders Special Units Chiefs 

1643 3571 16, 52, 20, 
24(RIT) 

6, 29, TL-10, 
16(RIT) 

R-2, W-25 D8, H-1 

1646 2-3571 53, 17, 48 23,  Div. 2, D7, D9 
1647 3-3571 21, 42 7   
1653 4-3571 49, 10    
1658 Sp. Call    D6, D4 
1659 5-3571 18, 22, 37 4   
1703 6-3571 50, 5    
1705 Sp. Call  17, 26   
1716 7-3571 28, 33 21   
1721 8-3571 7, 3    
1735 9-3571 39, 30    
1926 Detail 41, 2, 55 24, 15   
2300 Detail 4, 29 2   
0100 Detail 32, 56 TL-3   
0300 Detail 14, 51 11   
0500 Detail 8, 9 28   
0648 Detail 52    
0806 Detail 18    
0953 All Out     



 
 

Heavy smoke pushing from the Bravo exposure at 41 & 43 Old Morton St. 
Photo courtesy of the B.F.D 

 

 
Photo courtesy of the Boston Herald. Photo by Chris Christo 



 
Marshalls Creek, Pennsylvania 
Truck Explosion June 20, 1964 

 
At approximately 4:02 AM a call was received by the Marshalls Creek fire reporting phone in the home of Assistant 
Chief Richard McDonough. The call from a trucker traveling on State Route 209 was reporting a truck trailer fire. The 
emergency sirens were activated and he responded to the nearby fire station. At the station, four other volunteer 
firefighters were already responding on Engines 1 and 5. Ass’t. Chief McDonough prepared to respond on Engine 2. 

 
Due to the location of the incident, the reporting truck driver stayed on scene and used his headlights to illuminate 
the rig that was on fire. The tractor trailer unit that was on fire had suffered a flat tire and the driver had left the rig 
and walked towards a gas station to call his supervisor and report the problem. 

 
Upon arrival of the three engine companies, they found the truck with a tire fire on right side that had extended to the 
trailer body. The truck was parked about 15 feet off the road in a clear spot that was used as parking for the Reptile 
Farm tourist attraction. Ass’t Chief McDonough ordered that foam be used to attack the fire. The fire that was 
burning at the base of the van body was burning very brightly, like that of tungsten light (tungsten light bulb refers 
generally to incandescent light bulbs, which are lights that generate light by heating a metal wire or filament with electricity until it 
becomes white hot and glows. Editor). 

 
As the Companies set up for a foam operation using an 1 ½ line a huge explosion occurred, instantly killing 3 
firefighters, the truck driver who called in the alarm, a female driver passing the scene and a young male who lived 
nearby. Thirteen others were injured in the blast. Fire Chief Miller was still responding and was about three miles 
south when he heard the explosion. He picked up his radio and summoned aid from the Shawnee and Bushkill Fire 
Departments. The Pennsylvania State Police radioed for all ambulances in the area to respond. Other responding 
members, State and local police and citizens ran into the raining debris to assist the injured. 

 
The blast wrecked three pumpers of the Marshalls Creek Fire Department, demolished six houses in the immediate 
area, splintered and stripped both trees and utility poles for a 300 yard radius. Windows for miles around were 
broken in this area of the Pocono Mountain resort area. The blast left a crater 60 feet by 40 feet by 12 feet deep. 
The trailer disintegrated. The exact time of the blast was 4:08 AM, when all power in the area went out. 

 

Photo from inside the blast crater showing wrecked apparatus. Photo courtesy Fire Engineering Archives. 



Adding to the problems at the site was the fact that many species of venomous snakes had been blown out of the 
Reptile Farm building when it was destroyed in the blast and these snakes needed to be captured. 

 

 
Wrecked apparatus. Photo courtesy of FF Close Calls. 

 
Many of the witness’s stated that they saw no type of “Danger” placards on the trailer. These were later located in the wrecked cab 
by Interstate Commerce Commission Inspectors during the investigation in the following days. They were not able to find the Bill of 
Lading and the driver of the rig stated he was using the payphone at the time of the explosion. Other witness stated the placards for 
explosives were on either side of the trailer as it left the plant. 

 
The investigation found that the trailer was carrying explosives from Pottsville, PA at the Port Carbon plant of the American 
Cyanamid Company and was enroute to Fosterdale, NY for use at the New York Highway Route 17B construction site. 
The trailer was loaded with 520 fifty pound bags of ammonium nitrate blasting agent, 80 fifty pound cases of 60% gelatin dynamite 
and 99 blasting caps of various types. It was found that the driver had driven for miles before the flat tire on trailer was discovered 
and the friction and heat from the steel wheel had cause the other tire to ignite, sending heat and flames on to the trailer body and 
igniting the explosion. 

 



Marshall Creek Engine 5 after the explosion. Photo courtesy of the Fire Engineering Archives. 
The three firefighters killed that night were F. Earl Miller age 50, Edward Hines age 42 and Leonard Mosier age 38. 
A memorial has been erected by the Fire Company to these three men and those that were injured. 

 

 
Photo courtesy of the Marshall Creek Fire Company. 



California Wildland Fire Apparatus Classifications 

All photos courtesy of BME Fire 

Over many decades of reading the trade journals about the wildfires that strike California and seeing references to the 
different classes or types of wildland firefighting apparatus I wondered what they all were and the different classes 
meant. So, a little research was in order and I found that there are seven (7) types of apparatus that have been 
specified by the National Wildfire Coordinating Group Typing Standards. Type 1 and 2 are structural engines. So for 
this report we will stay with Type 3-7 apparatus. 

 
 

TYPE 3 
Is built on a commercial four wheel drive chassis and equipped with a 250 gpm pump, 500 gallon tank, manned by a 
crew of 3 and its main mission is brush fire response. It is equipped with pump and roll capabilities. It carries 1,000 feet 
of inch and a half hose, 500 feet of one inch hose. 

 

 
The Nevada Department of Forestry Type 3 

 
TYPE 4 
Is built on a commercial four wheel drive chassis and is equipped with 100 gpm pump, 750 gallon tank, manned by a 
crew 2 firefighters and it carries 300 feet each of inch and a half hose and one inch hose. Its main mission is brush fire 
response. It is also equipped with pump and roll capabilities. The City of Boise, Idaho operates this Type 4 as Brush 14. 



 
 

TYPE 5 –TYPE 7 
These units that are built on various size pick-up truck frames. They are all equipped with both four wheel drive and 
pump and roll capability. 

 
TYPE 5 
Duties are brush patrol and initial attack. It has a GVW of 26,000 lbs. It is equipped with a 100 gpm pump, 400 gallon 
tank and carries 300 feet of both inch and a half and one inch hose. It is manned by two firefighters 

 
TYPE 6 
Has a GVW of 19,500 lbs. Its primary mission is brush patrol and initial attack. It has a100 gpm pump and has a 150 
gallon water tank. It carries 300 feet of both inch and half and one inch hose. It is manned by two firefighters. This is a 
rear view of a unit that was purchased by San Bernardino County, California 

 

 
TYPE 7 
Is the smallest of all the patrol/attack units. It has a 100 gpm pump and carries only 50 gallons of water. It carries 200 
feet of one inch hose line and has a GVW of 14,000 pounds. It has a crew of 2 and in addition to brush patrol and initial 
attack it is also used for mop-up operations. 



ASTOR MOTOR INN 
Route 2 east bound Cambridge 

Friday August 21, 1970 
 

On a Friday evening with just two weeks left in the summer, a bride-to-be and her family were touring the King 
Henry Ballroom banquet facilities at the Astor Motor Inn on State Route 2 in Cambridge. Along with the hotel and its 
facilities was one of the better Chinese restaurants in the area called the Aku-Aku and the extremely popular Cock- 
A-Two cocktail lounge. West bound traffic on Route 2 was still heavy with the last of the commuters out of Boston on 
their way home. 

 
The crews in the Cambridge and the surrounding towns had just stood night shift roll call, checked the apparatus 
and equipment, their gear was hung at their riding positions, boots on the floor except at the driver’s side. Theirs 
were stashed on the rig out of the way. Duty Chiefs were getting ready to make the rounds and check in with night 
crews. 

 
Meanwhile back at the Astor Motor Inn as the family toured the ballroom with the Event Manager, they smelled 
smoke and then saw smoke. A call was placed to the Cambridge Fire Departments Fire Alarm Office and the hotel 
and restaurant were evacuated. 

 
Fire Alarm Operators hit the warning blow and transmitted box 7561. The location was announced at 1822 hours. 
The first alarm companies rolled out of quarters. In the meantime the box had been received over the mutual aid 
circuit in Arlington and the firefighter on duty in the F.A.O. immediately stilled out Engine 4 to the Cambridge box 
which was a line box. The 1954 Mack B 1,000 gpm pump pulled out of quarters and started down Mass. Avenue to 
Lake St and onto the east bound side of Route 2. Cambridge companies coming from two directions came west past 
the fire, made the loop at Lake St and pulled up the building. Cambridge Engine 8 along Ladder 4 followed by 
Arlington Engine 4. Cambridge and Engine 4 took the east bound lane against traffic and all companies arrived 
simultaneously. Arlington Lt. Fahey reported “heavy smoke showing and a Working Fire”. 

 
Arriving companies found heavy smoke pushing out of the office area and the entrance to the restaurant. Cambridge 
Engine 4 stopped at the hydrant in front of the building and ran a big line towards the office area. Arlington Engine 4 
pulled a second big line off Cambridge Engine 4 and laid it down the west side of the building (Delta side –editor). 

 

First due Camb. E-4, working. Photo by late Richard Harris collection of Member F. San Severino 



As Arlington Engine 4 was getting the line into position, Cambridge Ladder 4, using power saws opened a four foot 
hole in a boarded-up door, smoke and heavy fire pushed out. On the other side of the building (Bravo side-editor), the 
second due truck, Cambridge Ladder 1 opened another door and heavy fire conditions rolled out. Cambridge 
Rescue 1 was manning a big line off of Engine 8 and trying to push the fire back. 

 

 
Cambridge Rescue 1 with a big line on the Bravo side. Photo by Ron Richards, collection of member Ed Morrissey 

 
Car 3 the Cambridge up town Deputy had ordered the second alarm. At the front of the building the crews of Engine 
1, Ladder 4 and two members of the Rescue Company were pushing a big line into the ballroom area when the 
ceiling collapsed and trapped five firefighters. Under the cover of several big lines, a dozen firefighters rushed in and 
removed their Brothers to safety. All were transported to the hospital. At this point the fire came through the roof and 
Chief of Department William Cremins ordered the third alarm at 1844 hours. 

 
As the third alarm companies stared to arrive, water supply issues started effect the fire attack. With the limited 
hydrants on Route 2 in use. Arlington was requested to send another engine to the fire and take a hydrant and try 
and get more water to the scene. Arlington Chief of Department Blomquist responded with Engine 2 and directed 
them to hook up to two hydrants on Mott St and Wilson Ave. These dual feeders of 700 feet brought Engine 2 to the 
east bound lane of Route 2, Somerville Engine 6 then dropped an additional feeder into Arlington Engine 2 from 
Mott and Littlejohn Streets. Chief Blomquist at 1903 hours, Special called Arlington Engine 1, which was on the way 
to cover Cambridge Engine 4 on the third alarm to the fire along with Belmont Engine 2. These two engines dropped 
two 3 inch and two 2 ½ feeders (dual lines, don’t see this anymore! – Editor) from Arlington Engine 2 to the front of the 
fire building. Two were supplied to Cambridge Engine 4 and the other two to Arlington Engine 4. 



Arlington Engine 2, a 1952 Seagrave 70th Anniversary series 1,000 gpm engine was pumping at capacity and was 
reporting nearly zero residual pressure readings. Boston Engine 26 also special called was attempting to take a line 
of Arlington Engine 4 and there was not enough pressure to handle another big lines. 

 
Most of the pumps involved in this relay were pumping at or near capacity and all were 1,000 gallon per minute 
pumpers. 

 
Arlington Water Department crews arrived and opened valves on Lake Street to divert extra volume into mains 
which the hydrants being used were on. Arlington DPW Mechanic also responded and was kept busy fueling the 
engine companies. 

 
The fire at its height sent up a huge smoke column visible for miles. This brought hundreds of onlookers to the fire 
and this created gridlock for Fire Companies responding on greater alarms. State, local and MDC police worked to 
detour traffic off of Route 2 in both directions. 

 

 
Fire and smoke roll out of the roof. Collection of Member Edward Morrissey, photo by Ron Richards. 

 
Cambridge Rescue 1 was kept busy transporting injured firefighters to area hospitals. Nine Cambridge firefighters 
were injured along with Chief Cremins special called Arlington Rescue 1 to the scene. As the evening turned into 
night Arlington Ladder 1 was special called for generator and portable lights. 

 
The fire was placed under control by Chief Cremins around 2200 hours and extensive overhauling went on through 
the night. The building was totally destroyed and was re-built and housed the Faces Disco for many years. Total 
dollar loss was place at 1.2 million dollars. Mutual aid companies began to return 



 
Photo by the late Richard Harris, collection of member Frank San Severino 

 

Belmont Engine 2 laying in as part of water relay. Photo by late member L. Murray Young, collection of member David Parr 



 
 

Arlington crew with all service masks going to work, Photo Arlington Advocate, collection member Frank San Severino 
 

Timeline Cambridge Box 7561 
 

1822 7561 4, 8, 9, Arl. E-4 4, 1 R-1 Car 3 
1833 2-7561 1, 5, 6 3  Car 2, C1 
1844 3-7561 2, 3, Som. E-6 2   
1844 Sp. Call Arl. E-2, Bost. E-26   Arl C1, 2 extra pumps 
1903 Sp. Call Arl. E-1, Bel. E-2   2 extra pumps for water relay 
2000 Sp. Call   Arl. R-1 Extra Rescue Co 
2015 Sp. Call  Arl. L-1  Extra Ladder Co for lighting 

 

 
Looking towards the fire from the Route 2 west bound lane. Photo by late member L. Murray Young, collection of member David Parr 



Summer Fire Duty Metro Fire District 
 

 
Waltham July 3rd 3-282 151 South St. Photo by Member Peter Aloisi 

 

Boston July 5th 4-1772 41 Mt Everett St. Photo courtesy of the BFD 



 
 

Boston July 21st 439 Quincy St. 5-1884. Photo courtesy of BFD 
 
 

Stoneham July 28th third alarm Emery St. Photo by Member Peter Aloisi 



 
Revere July 30th 4-362 207 Shirley Ave. Photo by Member Peter Aloisi 

 
 

Boston August 2 600 Blue Hill Ave 3-3352. Photo courtesy of the BFD 
 

 
Weston August 3rd 4-371 512 Glen Rd. Photo courtesy of WCVB 



Fire Duty Outside of Metro 
 

 
Lawrence June 22 third alarm on Lawrence St. Photo by Member Kevin White 

 

July 27th Lowell third alarm on Cross St. Photo by Member Kevin White 



Fires From Here & There 
 

Da Bronx July 12th 1466 Watson Ave. 66-33-2845. Photo courtesy of NY Daily News 
 

 
June 27th Cheltenham, PA third alarm 1900 Cheltenham Ave. 

 

July 22nd London Selborne Walk Market Place, Walthamstow make Pumps 15. Photo courtesy of the BBC 



 

 
Apparatus Update 

By Member Michael Boynton 
 

In a two week span in late July, I took photos of three area fire trucks sporting a very rare feature in these parts 
today…..the front mounted pump. Bernardston, Sherborn and Grafton are just a handful of departments that have 
these “unique-by-modern-standards” trucks still in service, but such was not always the case. In fact, many area 
communities had one or more in the house in days gone by. Growing up in Franklin, I recall two front-mounts, both 
on Internationals, and both made by Farrar. I thought that it might be interesting in this edition’s feature to look back 
on some of these workhorses from times long (and not so long) ago. Most are on commercial chassis, but as you 
will see, at least two (Hyannis Engine 2 and Mendon Engine 2) were found on a custom cab. 

 
The photos included here are from my cameras over the last 17 years, as well as some classics from the collection 
of the late Byron Hurst. Incidentally, the Sherborn truck had one other interesting historic element….a Farrar still in 
service! Long live the Farrars! 

 
Three following photos all by the author 

 
 

Bernardston Engine 1 rehab in 2008. 
1991 Ford/Middlesex 1000/800 



 
 

Grafton Engine 10 
1990 Ford F-700/American Eagle 750/750 

 

 
Sherborn Engine 6 1986 I.H./Farrar 750/1000. Former Engine 1 



Following photos taken by Late Bryon Hurst, collection of Member Michael Boynton 
 
 

Berkley Engine 2 1957 Ford F-750/Farrar 500/500 Easton Engine 6 1959 I.H./Farrar 750/300 
 
 

Freetown Engine 1 1967 Ford F-950/Farrar 750/1000 Medway Engine 6 1969 Dodge/Farrar 500/500 
 
 
 
 

Mendon Engine 3 1974, I.H./Farrar 500/500 Oakham Engine 1 1960 I.H./Maynard 500/300 



  
Carver Engine 2 1974 Ford/Farrar 750/500 East Bridgewater Combination 1 1954 Dodge/Farrar 750/600 

 
 
 

Franklin Engine 3 1966 I.H./Farrar 750/750 Hyannis Engine 2 1967 FWD/Farrar 1000/1000/60 foam 
 
 

Harwich Engine 65 1981 GMC/Maxim 1000/1450/40 foam Hubbardston E-2 1979 Ford/Farrar 1000/1000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

    Members of Box 52 in charge of the recent 4th alarm fire box 362 for 207 Shirley Avenue in Revere. 
Members Chief of Department Christopher Bright and Deputy Chief James Cullen (operations). Photo by Peter Aloisi. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Roswell, New Mexico Fire Headquarters 

First Responder to Alien Space Craft Crash 
 
In 1947, the small farming and ranching City of Roswell, New Mexico was also home to the 509th Bombarment Wing of the 
US Air Force. The 509th was the bomber wing with nuclear capabilities.  
 
The fire station would be used in the coming days and weeks for a staging point for many organizations with their 
equipment and vehicles. 
 
On June 14 1947 a crashed alien space craft was located on a ranch outside of town. The craft contained three “Alien 
Beings”. The Fire Department responded to assist with the recovery of the bodies. 
 

 
 
They responded from their station which had been built in 1929. 

The station is sixty-six by fifteen feet and is sectioned off, as indicated in the plan, for an apparatus room, store room, 
recreation room, six bed rooms, two officers’ rooms, toilet and a small jail. The recreation room is back of the apparatus 
room. 

The apparatus room is thirty by thirty-eight feet and has ample space for three pieces of apparatus. On each side of the 
apparatus room are the bed rooms and officers’ quarters. The recreation room is 18 1/2 by thirty feet and is fitted with a 
large fireplace at the rear. 

All alarms are received by telephone. There are four four-inch bells located in the apparatus room and connected to the 
fire telephone. There are also lights in the room. The bells and lights are controlled by separate switches. 



 
 
 

It’s coming sooner than later! 
 

Engine 26 Squrt wagon operating at a third alarm box 7137 Feb. 1977. 
Photo by member William Noonan 
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